Spectrum of diseases presenting as architectural distortion on mammography: multimodality radiologic imaging with pathologic correlation.
Architectural distortion is the third most-common appearance of breast cancer and often is a subtle finding on mammography. In this article, we review a variety of breast diseases that may present as architectural distortion on mammography; review the utility of correlative imaging, such as ultrasound and magnetic resonance; and review appropriate management for these diagnoses. Primary causes include breast cancer, ductal carcinoma in situ, radial scar, complex sclerosing lesion, and fat necrosis. Secondary etiologies include previous breast surgery, trauma, and infection. Familiarity with imaging findings presenting as distortion on multimodality imaging will optimize detection and management of this subtle-yet-significant finding.